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•  Minister	  during	  building	  of	  
the	  new	  church	  

•  1907	  :	  Founder	  of	  the	  State	  
agricultural	  school	  at	  SLU	  
where	  he	  taught	  for	  22	  
years	  

•  Returned	  to	  Canton	  church	  
as	  minister	  1920-‐1923	  
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•  Popula9on	  shi>	  
•  Transporta9on	  
•  Theological	  shi>s	  within	  Protestant	  
Chris9anity	  
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Modes	  of	  Transporta9on	  

Theological	  shi>s	  	  
within	  Protestant	  Chris9anity	  
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•  1790:	  Philadelphia	  Ar9cles	  of	  Faith:	  

•  1803:	  Winchester	  Profession	  

•  1899:	  Boston	  Profession	  of	  Faith	  

•  1935:	  Washington	  Profession	  

•  Contemporary	  Avowal	  of	  Faith	  Statements	  

•  Unitarian	  Universalist	  Covenant	  and	  Principles	  

Boston	  Profession	  of	  Faith	  (1899)	  

We	  believe	  in	  	  
•  The	  Universal	  Fatherhood	  of	  God	  
•  The	  Spiritual	  Authority	  and	  Leadership	  	  of	  his	  
Son,	  Jesus	  Christ	  

•  The	  trustworthiness	  of	  the	  Bible	  as	  containing	  
a	  Revela9on	  from	  God	  

•  The	  certainty	  of	  Just	  Retribu9on	  for	  Sin	  
•  The	  Final	  Harmony	  of	  all	  Souls	  with	  God	  
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Washington	  Profession	  (1935)	  

“The	   bond	   of	   fellowship	   of	   this	  
Conven9on	   shall	   be	   a	   common	  
purpose	  to	  do	  the	  will	  of	  God	  as	  Jesus	  
revealed	   it	   and	   to	   cooperate	   in	  
establishing	  the	  Kingdom	  for	  which	  he	  
lived	  and	  died.”	  

 God	  as	  Eternal	  and	  All-‐conquering	  Love	  
 Spiritual	  Leadership	  of	  Jesus	  
 Supreme	  worth	  of	  every	  human	  personality	  

 The	  authority	  of	  truth	  known	  or	  to	  be	  known	  
 Power	   of	  me	   of	   good	  will	   …to	   overcome	   all	   evil	  
and	  progressively	  establish	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God.	  

 This	  statement	  shall	  not	  be	  imposed	  as	  a	  creedal	  
test	  
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•  Love	  is	  the	  spirit	  of	  this	  church,	  and	  
service	  is	  its	  law.	  

•  This	  is	  our	  great	  covenant:	  
•  To	  dwell	  together	  in	  peace,	  
•  To	  seek	  truth	  in	  love,	  
•  And	  to	  help	  one	  another.	  
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Universalist	  
Church	  of	  
America	  

Unitarian	  
Universalist	  
Associa9on	  

Universalist	  	  
General	  	  

Conven9on	  



12/9/15	  

10	  

The	  Arrival	  of	  Humanism	  
1930s	  

•  Discussion	  of	  humanism	  began	  with	  the	  
Unitarians	  in	  the	  1920s	  

•  Humanist	  Manifesto	  (1933):	  signed	  by	  two	  
Universalists	  

Debates:	  
•  Was	  the	  Universalist	  Church	  Chris9an?	  

OR	  
•  Was	  it	  a	  universal	  religion	  of	  Chris9an	  origin?	  

•  Dean,	  Canton	  
Theological	  
School	  
(1914-‐1951)	  

•  A	  	  Theologian’s	  
Theologian	  

•  Son	  of	  Isaac	  
Morgan	  Atwood	  
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 Focused	  on	  the	  role	  of	  religious	  community	  
in	  social	  change	  

 Social	  Responsibility	  
  Social	  service	  
  Social	  educaTon	  
  Social	  witness	  
  Social	  acTon	  

•  Universalist,	  graduated	  
from	  St.	  Lawrence	  
University	  in	  1904	  

•  Spearheaded	  the	  Social	  
Gospel	  reform	  
movement	  among	  
Universalists	  

•  1917:	  Authored	  
DeclaraTon	  of	  Social	  
Principles	  
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 	  Suffrage	  for	  Women	  

 AboliTon	  and	  Civil	  Rights	  
 Temperance	  

 SeparaTon	  of	  Church	  and	  State	  
 Peace	  
 Criminal	  JusTce	  Reform	  

Susan	  B	  Anthony	  
1820-‐1906	  

Olympia	  Brown	  
1835-‐1926	  
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Olympia	  Brown	  
Ordained	  1863	  

Edna	  Bruner	  
Canton	  1945-‐51	  

Dorothea	  Dix	  
1802-‐1887	  

Clara	  Barton	  
1821-‐1912	  
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Sunday	  School	  Curriculum	  

•  Today’s	  Children	  and	  
Yesterday’s	  	  Heritage	  

•  Shi>	  from	  Bible-‐
centered	  to	  experience-‐
centered	  learning	  

•  Shi>	  from	  adult-‐driven	  
to	  child-‐driven	  
pedagogy	  

Sophia	  Lyon	  Fahs	  	  
	  (1876-‐1978)	  
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•  Universalist	  Service	  CommiYee	  (1862-‐1963)	  

•  Unitarian	  Service	  CommiYee	  (1940-‐1963)	  	  
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Unirondack	  

Star	  Island	  

Ferry	  Beach	  

Rowe	  

•  1844:	  Young	  People’s	  Missionary	  Society	  

•  1889:	  First	  naTonal	  meeTng	  of	  the	   	  Young	  
People’s	  ChrisTan	  Union	  

•  1933:	  CooperaTon	  with	  the	  Unitarian	  group	  
	  (Young	  People’s	  Religious	  Union);	  	  	  

	   	  Joint	  CommiYee	  on	  Social	  Responsibility	  

•  1953:	  Merger,	  forming	  Liberal	  Religious	  Youth	  
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